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the Basmala is the Islamic phrase bi-smi llāhi r-raḥmāni r-raḥīm ِِْحٰمنِِ للاِِ بِْسم ِحْيمِِالرَِّ الرَّ  "In the name of God, the Most Gracious, the 
Most Merciful". this is the phrase recited before each surah (chapter) of the Quran — except for the ninth. it is used by 
Muslims in various contexts (for instance, during daily prayer) and is used in over half of the constitutions of countries where 
Islam is the official religion or more than half of the population follows Islam, usually the first phrase in the preamble. 
 
the theme of Islamic culture and the Muslim community in Ukraine is unlikely to be present in the public space. Ukrainians 
mostly use stereotypical perceptions of hijab and Turkish television series. it concerns not only Ukrainians, but also the 
whole western world. and the Quran arose as a concept of "total religion", which is intended to absorb all the achievements of 
previous religious teachings and to correct all the disadvantages in them. 
 
the famous Ukrainian film director Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko has been deeply interested in the theme of the Quran and the 
Oriental philosophical concepts over the last few years due to his fate. life brought him to the scholars of the Muslim world, 
philosophers who deeply explore the Quran, had a strongest impact on Oleksandr, and as a result of reflection, and as a 
search for the final wording, he intended to make this film. 
 
 
FILM SPEAKERS 
 
Mykhaylo Yakubovych — translator and scholar of Islamic Studies from Ukraine. кeceived his PhD from the National 
University of Ostroh Academy where currently works as an Associate Professor and researcher in Islamic Studies. сonducted 
his research on the Medieval Islam during his fellowships in Poland (2008, 2009), Italy (2009, 2011), Saudi Arabia (2010) 
and United States (Princeton, Institute for Advanced Study, 2014). зublished few books, numerous articles and translations in 
various scientific journals in Ukraine, Poland, Russia, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Great Britain and Turkey ("Religion, State and 
Society", "Journal of Ottoman Studies", "Yearbook of Muslims in Europe" etc.). сompleted the first full translation of the 
Quran into Ukrainian language, approved for publishing by the King Fahd Glorious Quran Printing Complex (Madinah, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) and released in 2013. 
 
Valeriy Rybalkin — professor at the Department of Languages and Literatures of Near and Middle East of Institute of 
Philology at the Schevchenko University in Kyiv. works on actual problems of Languages and Literatures of Near and Middle 
East in Regional and European Contexts, linguistic and literary analysis of eastern fiction and non-fiction texts, Scientific 
Translations and Commentaries of eastern sacred texts. 
 
Susana Alimivna Jamaladinova — Ukrainian singer and actress of Crimean Tatar and Armenian origin, People's Artist of 
Ukraine. her family were repressed by the USSR regime, which she describes in detail in her interviews. won the Eurovision 
Song Contest 2016 with a song in the Crimean Tatar language about these terrible events from childhood. 
 
Zhassulan Abishev — co-founder and CEO School of ME, co-founder and CEO REAL School. his holistic and secular personal 
development expertise includes western and eastern philosophy, psychology and mindfulness. between 2012 and 2014 
worked in Leiden Research Institute for Rational Monotheism. in 2015 and 2016 in the framework of a scientific research 
project he visited Myanmar, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, China, Thailand, India where he attended number of 
international conferences, silent retreats, intensive meditation programs of main eastern philosophies (Taoism, Buddhism, 
Hinduism) as a participant. 
 
Dave Chappelle — is an American stand-up comedian, actor, writer, and producer. Chappelle is the recipient of numerous 
accolades, including two Emmy Awards and two Grammy Awards. Chappelle converted to Islam in 1998. he told Time in May 
2005, "I don't normally talk about my religion publicly because I don't want people to associate me and my flaws with this 
beautiful thing. and I believe it is beautiful if you learn it the right way." 
 
Kamaal Ibn John Fareed (born Jonathan William Davis) –known by his stage name Q-Tip, is an American rapper, record 
producer, singer, actor and DJ. noted for his innovative jazz-influenced style of hip hop production and his philosophical, 
esoteric and introspective lyrical themes. Q-Tip is one of the most acclaimed figures in hip hop. converted to Islam in the mid-
1990s, and changed his name. he also follows a vegetarian diet and practices Transcendental Meditation. 
 
 
ISLAM IN UKRAINE 
 
the history of Islam in Ukraine is at least rich. in part, this was evidently due to the exhibition "The Incredible Stories of the 
Crimea" (March-May 2019) in the Art Arsenal, where part of the exposition was devoted to the culture of Muslims. the 
Khanenky Museum (Kiev) maintains a comprehensive exhibition of "The Arts of Islamic Countries". another collection of 
values of Islamic culture is stored in the fund at the Lviv Museum of Religion History. 
  



CHARACTERS OF THE FILM 
 
 
in order to examine and explore the theme of the Quran's influence on the Western world and Western culture, I chose three 
heroes. the first one — a Jew, who converted to Islam and became one of the most prominent researchers of the Quran in the 
world. the second — a Ukrainian who did not change the religion, but spread the themes of Oriental studies in the West and 
in Ukraine. the third one — Kazakh, who was a Muslim from birth, but radically changed his attitude towards the faith, 
deepening his knowledge of the Quran, and arguing these discoveries by means of Western culture. 
 
Muhammad Asad (born Leopold Weiss; June 12, 1900, Lviv, February 20, 1992, 
Mijas, Spain) was a Galician-born Muslim journalist, traveler, writer, linguist, 
political theorist, diplomat and Islamic scholar. Asad was one of the most 
influential European Muslims of the 20th century. by age 13, Weiss had acquired a 
passing fluency in Hebrew and Aramaic, on top of his native German and Polish 
languages. by his mid-twenties, he could read and write in English, French, Persian 
and Arabic. in the West, Asad rose to prominence as a writer with his best-selling 
autobiography, The Road to Mecca. later, after seventeen years of scholarly 
research, he published his magnum opus: The Message of the Quran —an English 
translation and commentary of the Quran. in 2008, the entrance square to the 
UN Office in Vienna was named Muhammad Asad Platz in commemoration of his 
work as a "religious bridge-builder". an ardent proponent of Ijtihad and rationality 
in interpreting religious texts, he dedicated his works "to People who Think". Asad 
has been described by his biographers as "Europe's gift to Islam" and "a Mediator 
between Islam and the West". 
 
Omeljan Pritsak (April 7, 1919, Luke, ZUNR — May 29, 2006, Boston, USA) — 
scientist, philologist, orientalist, historian. graduate of Lviv, Berlin and Guttingen 
Universities. professor at Hamburg, Washington, Harvard, and Kyiv Universities, 
founder and first director of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute and the 
Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. one 
of the co-founders of the International Association of Ukrainianists, editor of 
several scientific journals. member of the Nobel Committee, Ukrainian Free 
Academy of Sciences. until the age of 12, Omelyan Pritsak was educated as a Pole, 
and the native language of his father, who was a soldier of the Ukrainian Galician 
Army and died at the year of his son's birth, first began to master himself, having 
acquired Ukrainian-Polish vocabulary even during his studies at the gymnasium 
and studying Ukrainian independently. student of the Islamic philology of the 
course of Ahatanhel Krymsky. During the war, as a Soviet soldier, he fell into 
German captivity, where he fled to Lviv and subsequently entered the University 
of Berlin to study Arabic studies and Iranian studies. in the 60s moved to the 
United States. with the proclamation of independence in Ukraine, moves to Kyiv 
and continues the work of his teacher, Ahatanhel Krymsky, beginning the revival 
of Oriental studies in Ukraine. 
 
Aslbek Mussin (October 7, 1979, Aktobe, Kazakhstan — December 22, 2017, 
Riga, Latvia) — the son of an influential Kazakh politician. led the life of the 
golden youth and completely changed it when interested in the Quran. in 2007, 
founded the Koranite Association, Izgi Amal, which stated that the Sunni-Shiite 
tradition is distortingly interpreting the Quran, because it relies on the 
witchcraft, supplementing the preachers of the Quran, and not on the Quranic 
text itself, written in already dead language. because the Quran is constructed so 
that every section, ayat, etc., multiples of 19, can not cast a single word from the 
canonical text. it was the Hadiths who created all those negative Muslim traits, 
which makes the reputation of the Quran worse in the world. the official clergy of 
Kazakhstan repeatedly accused Mussin of sectarianism and occultism. in the end 
he emigrated to Latvia and settled in Riga. founded Laiden Research Institute of 
Rational Monotheism in the Netherlands, which managed to publish 150 volumes 
of research on the history of world religions. developed a comprehensive 
approach to self-development, which included rational monotheism, 
psychotherapy, and philosophy. Aslbek committed suicide at the age of 38 years. 
 
 
why am I interested in the subject of the Quran? why did these three heroes I choose for the movie? a whole series of life events, 

one can say, my whole life led me in a strange way to this. I perceive this film as the formation of final questions and answers to 

them, concerning the inner world of man, God, the interpretation of worlds, communication and interactions with me, the ways of 

combining and singling out everything. as well as: purification of the Quran 's idea of incorrect interpretation, concentration on 

the basic tools of self-knowledge that the Quran can give.  



Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko is a filmmaker, writer, composer, translator, photographer, painter, co-
founder of the “OFF Laboratory” production studio. born in Lviv, Ukraine, Oleksandr is known for his 
feature documentaries about Ukrainian artists and poets (“Chubai” in 2014, “The House on Seven 
Winds” in 2015, “An Aquarium in the Sea” in 2016, “Mister Nobody” in 2017, "Casi Desnudo" in 
2018). his oeuvre includes several hundred films and videos. he is also involved in producing 
commercial advertising and music videos. his first professional short film “Don’t Lie to Me” was 
premiered in 2016 at Wiz-Art Lviv International Short Film Festival. Oleksandr has authored ten 
books of poetry; they all are collected in a volume “Decadence” (2017). he is the first to have 
translated Jim Morrison’s poetry into Ukrainian and published it in 2013. he has also translated 
English poetry of the Restoration Period, including works of John Rochester. Oleksandr is a 
performing artist and plays improvisational music and indie-rock. his discography consists of more 
than 50 albums. had a few personal photo exhibitions (Ukraine, Georgia). his paintings, drawings and 
sculptures are in personal collections (Ukraine, Poland, Georgia, Germany, Canada, USA). 
 
 

 
 
OFF Laboratory is an independent production studio founded in 2013 in Lviv, Ukraine 
by Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko and Olga Fraze-Frazenko. the studio started with 
promotional films for a number of main cultural institutions in Western Ukraine and 
Poland, music videos, and commercial advertising. the first feature documentary 
“Chubai” premiered in 2014 with great success and made a huge impact on Ukrainian 
filmmaking and culture in general, bringing it to an international level. 
 
“this is a breakthrough in Ukrainian documentary. without pathos, panegyrics 
and bombast words." — Olesya Yaremchuk. “Memories and flashes” // Ukrainian 
Magazine, 2014, Czech Republic. 
 
the film screened in Ukraine, Europe, and the USA. that was the beginning of a new period for OFF 
Lab. we started ’The Poets’ Series. we decided to strive to change the mindset of Ukrainian culture. 
XX century transformed the world completely, Ukraine became a part of the Soviet Union and 
because of that our cultural process was ruined, the biggest writers, painters, philosophers, 
theatrical and film directors were killed or repressed. meanwhile, the Western World, as we know, 
was developing with the speed of light, especially its cultural process. despite the fact that Ukraine 
has been independent since 1991, ukrainians’ minds are still enslaved, we are afraid to be free and 
open-minded because of memory, which is painful. therefore, OFF Laboratory focused on Poetry, as the most 
universal and ancient form of art, and decided to formulate a new aesthetic canon of Ukrainian modernist 
poetry of XX century. not only by revitalizing forgotten and unknown poets, but to show all the main concepts 
that accompany them, concepts of human, love, hate, home etc. 
 
Since “Chubai” in 2014 about Hryhory Chubai, we did 4 more feature films (and a number of shorts) in the 
Poets series: “The House on Seven Winds” about poet Vasyl Makhno in 2015 (premiered in Wroclaw), was 
screened a number of times in the US, Europe, and Ukraine. The Complete Script is published by Harvard Books 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts (ISBN 978-163587459-4). “An Aquarium in the Sea” about The New York Group 
of Poets in 2016 (premiered in New York, then we did a festival “The Great Return of the New 
York Group” with poetry readings, book presentations, the film itself, and academic program 
as a special project of Publishers Forum in Lviv). we had a number of screenings in the US, 
Europe, and Ukraine. The Complete Script is published by Harvard Books in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts (ISBN 978-163587462-4). 
 
“it’s not just a documentary. it’s also an artistic film and I think the interactions of the 
documentary aspects and the artistic vision of the filmmaker made it rather unique and 
pleasant experience.” — Professor George G. Grabowicz, from his speech before “An 
Aquarium in the Sea” premiere screening at Harvard University. 
 
“Mister Nobody” about poet and dissident Ihor Kalynets, made in 2017, premiered in 
2018 at Molodist International Film Festival in Kyiv. “Casi Desnudo” about Yuriy 
Tarnawsky became the fifth feature in The Poets Series; the premiere took place March 
8, 2019 in the Ukrainian Institute of America, New York. 
 
at the same time OFF Laboratory continues to work on other projects, which include 
movies, music, literature, performing arts, and master classes. we did a big socially 
conscious film project “I See” about blind Ukrainian activists cycling all over Ukraine. it 
premiered at United Nations Headquarters in New York, 2016. 
 
the model within our company is unique; it works as a corporation and a community at the same time on a win-win basis. we 
are located in Lviv, Kyiv, and New York. we have done approximately 1000 film-products, produced over 50 music albums, 
and published a number of books. Join us!  
 


